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be foul. Critics were not wanting, morbidly Impressed with the
frailties of the sex - Its love of novelty and Innate tendency to
vice - who thought women dangerous enough, without adding
to their subtlety and forwardness by training them In the craft
and eloquence of classical writers. In their eyes Eve as a blue-
stocking was a terrifying prospect. They were unable to prevent
her appearance,

Henry VITs mother, the Lady Margaret, was one of the first
In England to Indicate the trend in women's education. It was
little Latin she had, but she knew French well enough to trans-
late into English * The Mirror of Gold for the Sinful Soul *, and
was the patron of Caxton and a liberal benefactor of the univer-
sities. In the generation following her death the new woman
definitely made her appearance, thanks largely to two converg-
ing Influences. The one was native and came from a group of
Oxford humanists and Carholic reformers, with the sparkling,
venturesome intelligence of Sir Thomas More for inspiration;
a group which included Linacre, Grocyn, and Colet, and en-
joyed the intimate friendship of the great Erasmus. More's three
daughters, and their kinswoman, Margaret Giggs, brought up
in this household where women were treated as men's peers in
conversation and where knowledge and wit passed to and fro,
were famous for their learning. A perfect mastery of Greek and
Latin, some knowledge of philosophy, astronomy, physic,
arithmetic, logic, rhetoric, and music - these were the accom- "
pllshments of Margaret More. Such women were the pattern
of the age, and humanists boasted of them in their letters to
foreign scholars.

The movement was strengthened by a foreign influence
which came through Catherine of Aragon. In the Spain of her
childhood ladies of rank were the friends of scholars and
patrons of literature, and there were even women teachers In
two of the universities. Catherine's mother took part In the
education of her daughters and brought foreign scholars to
Spain as their tutors. It was an example which, in the congenial
court of Henry VIH, Catherine naturally followed in the educa-
tion of her own daughter. More's friend Linacre was engaged to